Kallikrein-kinin system in patients with neoplastic diseases.
The concentrations of kininogens, prokallikrein, fibrinogen, plasma protein, proteinase inhibitor antigens, and the kininase, fibrinolytic and antipapain activities in plasma of 29 patients with various tumours (lung cancers, lymphomas, and others) during chemotherapy were measured. The same studies were performed on blood plasma of female patients operated on because of cervical or endometrial carcinoma (37 subjects) and submitted to subsequent local radiotherapy (before and after radiotherapy). A weak activation of kallikrein-kinin system and significant decrease in kininase and fibrinolytic activities were found in those patients. It may suggest a role of bradykinin in prevention of therapy-induced hypercoagulability in patients with neoplastic diseases.